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We demand climate justice!

“Disabled people are worried about our worsening climate. We are currently
up to four times more likely to die in extreme weather events. Governments
and local authorities should be preparing for this and learning from their
failure to protect us during the COVID-19 pandemic."

Climate change is making everyday life increasingly perilous for disabled
people. Floods, fires, heatwaves, and storms are all increasing in frequency
across the UK and disabled people are being left behind. There is a worryingly
disproportionate impact of climate change on disabled people, many of whom
are at a heightened risk because of intersecting forms of discrimination and
marginalisation.

Environmental policies which actively exclude disabled people, enforcing eco-
ableism, have prevented us from engaging meaningfully in climate discussions.

Research conducted in collaboration between the Environmental Rights
Centre for Scotland and Inclusion Scotland this year shows that the Scottish
Government and local authorities have been failing to consider the needs of
disabled people when planning for climate disasters. This needs to change and
lessons must be learned from previous crises such as the COVID-19 pandemic,
in order to stop preventable harm and yet further violations of our human
rights.

Key figures
e Disabled people are 2-4 times more likely to die or be injured in heatwaves,
storm events and floods.1
e Deaths in the UK caused by extreme heat are set to more than triple by
2050.2


https://www.environment.harvard.edu/news/disability-time-climate-disaster
https://www.theccc.org.uk/2025/04/30/the-country-is-not-prepared-for-climate-impacts-say-advisors/#:~:text=Heat%2Drelated%20deaths%20already%20occur,increasingly%20vulnerable%20to%20extreme%20heat.
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e The total number of buildings in Scotland vulnerable to floods is projected
to reach 400,000 by 2080 — an increase of 110,000.3

e According to a United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction report,
only one in four disabled people could follow current evacuation
instructions and less than 15% of disabled people are aware of the
existence of a disaster management plan in their local community.4

Policy recommendations
e A Just Transition that prioritises disabled people. This should include
involving us in co-producing climate policies and emergency planning.
e Plan with disabled people so we don't have to manage our own risk when
climate emergencies happen.
e Introduce a Right to Healthy Environment embedded in law and involve
disabled people in bringing it about.

Policy outcomes - disabled people want
e To understand what to do and how to evacuate in an emergency and to
receive appropriate and accessible help from emergency services.
e To be involved as change makers in policy and action on climate change.
e Scotland to reach net-zero and climate change to no longer be an
existential threat to disabled people and our communities.



https://audit.scot/publications/flooding-in-communities-moving-towards-flood-resilience#:~:text=Around%20284%2C000%20properties%20are%20at,more%20quickly%20when%20flooding%20happens.
https://www.undrr.org/report/2023-gobal-survey-report-on-persons-with-disabilities-and-disasters?source=canonical
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