
"Receiving my wheelchair accessible flat changed my life. Suddenly I gained
a level of independence I didn't have before. I could access my community,
shops and work on my own for the first time. Everyone should have the right
to housing that is safe and built with their needs in mind." 

Disabled people face inequality in our ability to access our communities
whether this is through inaccessible transport, housing, infrastructure or
support services. Scotland is falling behind other countries when it comes to
accessibility. For example, Scotland has the lowest proportion of train stations
providing disability access in the UK and accessible housing for disabled
people has been decreasing over the last 5 years.  

Disabled people should be able to live our lives comfortably and independently
on an equal basis with others. Disabled people in rural communities are
especially affected by low investment in accessible infrastructure and public
transport. This impacts every aspect of our lives; whether we can comfortably
go to the toilet in our own home, whether we can travel to work safely,
whether we can see friends or whether we can access shops or other local
amenities independently. 

Key figures 
Housing for physically disabled people has been decreasing, from 30,173
in March 2023 to 29,813 in March 2024.1 
Only 24% of Scottish councils said the data they hold about disabled
people’s housing requirements was “good or very good”.2 
In 2020 only 37% of Scotland’s train stations had step-free access.3 

We demand accessible
communities!  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/housing-statistics-2024-key-trends-summary/pages/local-authority-housing-for-older-people-and-people-with-physical-disabilities/
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/housing-and-disabled-people-scotland-hidden-crisis-executive-summary.pdf
https://www.transport.gov.scot/media/52613/recommendation-19-infrastructure-to-provide-access-for-all-at-railway-stations.docx


Disabled people in Scotland are less positive about the journeys they
make, stating that they feel less safe and find it harder than non-disabled
people to transfer onto different forms of public transport.4  
Fewer disabled people find it ‘easy to afford their transport costs’
compared to non-disabled people (55% to 70%).5 

Policy recommendations  
Commit to a better Accessible Transport Framework after 2026. This
election marks the last year of the 10-year ATF (2016-2026). Scotland’s
public transport is currently inadequate and inaccessible for disabled
people. 
Improve the availability of accessible and adaptable housing across all
tenures for disabled people and improve allocation systems so that
disabled households in need are given priority for accessible properties. 

Policy outcomes – disabled people want 
To live in accessible properties that allow us to be independent and meet
all of our needs. 
To access and participate in our communities in an equal way to others. 
Feel safe and supported to travel freely, accessing public transport
independently and without extra cost.  

https://www.transport.gov.scot/media/mqcppnkz/disability-and-transport-2023-002.pdf
https://www.transport.gov.scot/media/mqcppnkz/disability-and-transport-2023-002.pdf
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